LIGHTHOUSE REGATTA 2009

LAKE COBBOSSEECONTEE

The now annual Lighthouse Regatta took place this year on Sunday, July 26th.  Nine sailors participated in their Laser sailboats on a cloudy day with threatening skies.  The rain persisted through the morning until about noon, when all boats left the Sailing Fleet beach on Molizigan Island.  The winds built through the early afternoon and the start of the first race was an active one, with a recall immediately announced by John Sexton, the Race Committee chief.  It seems there was a timer malfunction on the Committee Boat.  


The first race was finally started with the usual 3 minute countdown and an “all clear” signal given as the boats crossed the line.  The southerly winds drove the boats upwind from the vicinity of the Lighthouse towards the south end of Cuba Island.  As is the case many times in these races on Cobbosseecontee, Steve Palmer was out in front of the pack in his typical racing form: flat boat (no heeling), calm demeanor, and his uncanny ability to “read” the winds perfectly.  At the end, Steve crossed the line first, followed by Bill Harwood and Mike Gaffney of Georgetown.


Race two hadn’t started when the rains came pouring down.  Although we observed the Committee Boat members scrambling under the pontoon boat bimini covers, all skippers were intent on carrying it through to the end (unless thunder made any rumblings).  By the time the race began, the rains had stopped and the winds had picked up a bit more.  The race for the first two places flipped, with Bill Harwood taking the “bullet” and Steve Palmer taking second.  The excitement for 3rd place was building, as 4 boats were close enough to make it a race.  Rounding the last mark, it appeared that Joe Harwood, Kelly Palmer, Mike Gaffney, or Bill Kieltyka could take it.  When the other three tacked onto starboard, Bill held on port and climbed toward the Committee Boat.  When the others flipped over to port, Bill tacked to starboard and crossed for 3rd place, followed by Mike, Joe, and then Kelly.  


The final race course was called by John Sexton, and it was a challenging one!  Upwind, downwind, upwind, reach (across the wind), downwind, upwind, and finish by downwind.  In total, it took 55 minutes for Steve Palmer to finally take first place for the race, and the day.  Bill Harwood again took 2nd, and the race was once again for 3rd.  Only two boats were in contention, with Mike Gaffney leading Bill Kieltyka by 3 boat lengths on the final leg of the course.  With the skills that Mike Gaffney has on the water, only an error or a fluke change of winds can help make up that difference.  But ever so slowly Bill was able to close in on Mike.  By the time they were beside each other, there was less than 50 yards to the finish line.  Bill pulled ahead a bit, but his wind was being disturbed by Mike’s sail just behind.  A few more tense moments before Bill finally pulled it off and grabbed 3rd by just a few feet. 


I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the following CYC members who made the Lighthouse Regatta and the fine meal afterwards a great success:

John Sexton – Volunteering his time to set the marks, start the races, call out the courses, and giving a few pointers to sailors on the water.

Debbi Farrell – Volunteering her boat and all day to help set the marks, move the marks between races when necessary, and then make sure that the shore dinners were delivered on time, and then returning to the Lighthouse Market to get us the butter!

Evelyn Kieltyka – Without my wife, I’d be even less organized, and the food would be, shall we say, not anywhere near the quality that was served.  On top of that, she helped time the races and note the correct places for finishing boats.  

Finally, just a reminder that the 35th Annual Loon Cup, on September 12th, will be the final race of the season.  This is usually held right in front of the Cobbossee Sailing Fleet at Molizigan Island.  

Contact Bill Kieltyka for further details at:  wkieltyka@roadrunner.com

